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4 September 1958

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Briefing of Under Secretsry of State and Director
of Intelligence and Research, Depsrtment of State,
on 28 August 1958 re Mission 6017

1. A&s a follow-up to a promise made to Mr. Cumming last week,
following completion of Mission 6017, I got in touch with him on 28
August and arranged for a briefing on the mission to include photo-
grephy. At this time I asked him if the Under Secretary of State,
Mr. Christian Herter, would be interested in seeing the photogrephy
and heering about the mission itself. Mr. Cumming indicated that
he was sure the Under Secretary would be interested, based on an
earlier statement to that effect made to Mr. Cumming. Accordingly,
8 briefing was arranged in the office of the Under Secretsry to which
the undersigned went at 1530 hours in company with| 25X1A

| Director of Operations, Project CHARICE.

2. We were very warmly received by Mr. Herter who introduced
us to his Special Assistant, Mr. Harry F. Stimpson, Jr. Mr. Cumming
assured me that Mr. Stimpson had & clearance obtslned just prior to
a trip to Omehe where he, Stimpson, was obliged to go and at which
place Project matters apperently were discussed. It was not clear
to me, however, whether he had been cleared by "T" and CHALICE Security
people, yet it was my feeling that we could not embarress the Under
Secretary by asking for bona fides et a time like this.

3. |did the major pert of the briefing, including a
synopsis of the actuel mission track 25X1D
I suspect

thet a good deal of his Interest, not only in the mission and the
photography, but the potentiel intelligence to be derived therefrom,
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stemmed from the fact that he, Mr. Herter, was the one who gave the
State Department approvael for the conduct of the mission in the sbsence
of Mr. John Foster Dulles, Secretary of State.

L, Mr.Herter asked a number of good questions sbout the tech~
nlques of the flight, together with the alrfields and installations
which he saw on the photography, and on the whole eppeared quite grati-
fied by the mission itself. It might be eppropriste to mention here
thet at the beginning of our discussion with Mr. Herter, Mr. Curming
advised him that earlier in the day the President had approved not

only the program, but a single overflight renetration to
Polyarnny Urael in the USSR. Mr. Herter was_interested in the where-
gbouts of Polyernny Ural and at that point and I showed

him a briefing map of the USSR and adjacent areas on which the PU
mission was plotted. The same mep contained the layouts of the four

or five missions proposed| which the President had not
approved. After having had Tthe explained to him, Mr. Herter
inquired about the meaning of the o her mission plans displayed on

the map. He was told byl and myself that these had been

part of a proposedl ' which the President had not approved.
We did indicate to at we would not be surprised, however, if

the whole uestion were brought up should the PU mission prove

vholly successTul. At this, he laughed hesrtily and said, "I should
have known as much."

5. Following the briefing of Mr. Herter, I inquired of Mr. Cumming
when he thought the Secretary of State might wish to receive a briefing
on Mission 60L7. Mr. Cunming indicated thet Mr. Dulles was due back
in Washington sometime on Tuesday, 2 September, and that he, Mr. Cumming,
would advise my office when and if the Secretary should desire to see
the photography.

—NAIRES A. CUNNINGHAM, JR.
Director of Administration
DPS/DCI
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